
DISCLAIMER
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RICHMOND, JANUARY 25, 2001

APPLICATION OF

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY CASE NO.  PUE000741

For a certificate of public
convenience and necessity under
the Utility Facilities Act to
develop, construct, own and
operate an intrastate natural
gas pipeline

ORDER FOR NOTICE AND HEARING

On December 15, 2000, Virginia Electric and Power Company

("Virginia Power" or "the Company") filed an application with

the State Corporation Commission ("Commission") for a

certificate of public convenience and necessity to develop,

construct, own, and operate a 14 mile lateral natural gas

pipeline and related facilities for the receipt and delivery of

natural gas needed as fuel for new natural gas-fired generation

facilities and other existing facilities at Virginia Power's

Possum Point Power Station ("the Station") in Prince William

County, Virginia.  As explained in the Company's application,

Virginia Power plans to develop, construct, own, and operate a

new natural gas pipeline and related facilities that will

interconnect with the Williams Companies' Cove Point Pipeline at

a point in Fairfax County, Virginia, and will run in a southerly
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direction approximately 14 miles to the Station.  The Company

proposes that the pipeline will be 20 inches in diameter and

will be designed for a maximum allowable operating pressure of

1250 psig.

According to the Company, approximately 85 percent of the

route of the proposed pipeline will be located within existing

Virginia Power electric transmission right-of-way or on Virginia

Power property.  Virginia Power represents that construction

will require a 75 foot wide right-of-way, of which 50 feet will

be permanent right-of-way and 25 feet will be temporary

construction right-of-way.  Virginia Power represents that

construction on the new gas facilities is scheduled to begin by

April 2002, and will be completed by October 2002.

Virginia Power noted in its application that it used

Virginia Power Energy Marketing, Inc. ("VPEM"), an affiliate, to

assist it in the arrangements for obtaining gas supplies for the

Station and to construct the new gas facilities.  VPEM selected

Dominion Transmission, Inc. ("DTI") to construct and operate the

new gas pipeline and associated facilities.  According to the

Company, financing for the project will be provided by

internally generated cash.  The Company proposes that, in

accordance with the Functional Separation Plan filed with the

Commission on November 1, 2000, if the Station is transferred to

Dominion Generation as proposed in the Functional Separation
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Plan, Virginia Power will also transfer the new gas facilities

to Dominion Generation, its affiliate.

On January 8, 2001, Virginia Power delivered a document

providing a detailed legal description and map of the route of

the proposed pipeline.

NOW, UPON CONSIDERATION of the Company's application and

the applicable statutes, the Commission is of the opinion and

finds that this matter should be docketed; that the Company

should give notice to the public of its application; that the

Commission's Staff should investigate the application and

present evidence regarding the Company's proposals at the public

hearing to be held to receive evidence relevant to Virginia

Power's application; and that procedures for participation by

the public in this proceeding should be established.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1)  This matter shall be docketed and assigned Case

No. PUE000741.

(2)  Pursuant to Rule 7:1 of the Commission's Rules of

Practice and Procedure ("Rules"), 5 VAC 5-10-520, a Hearing

Examiner is appointed to conduct all further proceedings in this

matter.

(3)  A public hearing before a Hearing Examiner is

scheduled for April 26, 2001, at 10:00 a.m., in the Commission's

second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East
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Main Street, Richmond, Virginia, for the purpose of receiving

evidence relevant to the Company's application.

(4)  On or before February 9, 2001, the Company shall file

with the Clerk of the Commission an original and twenty (20)

copies of any additional direct testimony it intends to present

in support of its application during the public hearing to be

convened on April 26, 2001.

(5)  On or before February 9, 2001, the Company shall make

copies of its application, prefiled testimony, and other

documents now or hereafter filed in this matter available for

public inspection during regular business hours, from 8:15 a.m.

to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, in the State Corporation

Commission's Document Control Center, located on the first floor

of the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond,

Virginia, and during the regular business hours at the following

locations:

Chinn Park Regional Library
13065 Chinn Park Drive
Prince William, Virginia 22192-5073
Hours:  Monday through Thursday,
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday during school year,
12 noon - 5:00 p.m.
Contact:  Dick Murphy, Library
System Director (703) 792-6101
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Lorton Community Library
9520 Richmond Highway
Lorton, Virginia 22079-2124
Hours:  Monday through Thursday,
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Friday,
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Saturday,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Contact:  Pat Williams, Branch
Manager (703) 339-7393

Copies of these documents may be also ordered from counsel

for the Company, James C. Dimitri, Esquire, and Stephen H.

Watts, II, Esquire, McGuireWoods LLP, One James Center, 901 East

Cary Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219-4030.

(6)  The Commission's Staff shall investigate Virginia

Power's application and present its findings and recommendations

in testimony at the April 26 public hearing.

(7)  On or before March 23, 2001, any person desiring to

participate in this proceeding as a Protestant, as defined in

Rule 4:6, 5 VAC 5-10-180, shall file an original and twenty (20)

copies of a Notice of Protest with the Clerk of the Commission

and shall serve a copy of the same on the Company's counsel,

James C. Dimitri, Esquire, and Stephen H. Watts, II, Esquire,

McGuireWoods LLP, One James Center, 901 East Cary Street,

Richmond, Virginia 23219-4030, and upon other parties of record.

(8)  Within five (5) days of the receipt of any Notice of

Protest, the Company shall serve upon each Protestant a copy of

the application and all materials now or hereafter filed by the

Company with the Commission.
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(9)  Any person who expects to submit evidence, cross-

examine witnesses, or otherwise participate in the proceeding as

a Protestant, pursuant to Rule 4:6, 5 VAC 5-10-180, shall file

on or before March 26, 2001, an original and twenty (20) copies

of a Protest, as provided in Rule 5:16(b), 5 VAC 5-10-420 C,

together with an original and twenty (20) copies of the prepared

testimony and exhibits the Protestant intends to present at the

hearing, with the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, c/o

Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia

23218-2118, referring to Case No. PUE000741, and shall

simultaneously send a copy thereof to the Company's counsel

listed above and to any other Protestants.  The Protest shall

set forth (i) a precise statement of the interest of the

Protestant in the proceeding; (ii) a full and clear statement of

the facts which the Protestant is prepared to prove by competent

evidence; and (iii) a statement of the specific relief sought

and the legal basis therefor.  Any corporate entity that wishes

to submit evidence, cross-examine witnesses, or otherwise

participate as a Protestant must be represented by legal counsel

in accordance with the requirement of Rule 4:8 of the

Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-10-210.

(10)  On or before April 5, 2001, the Commission Staff

shall file with the Clerk of the Commission an original and

twenty (20) copies of the prepared testimony and exhibits Staff
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intends to present at the public hearing and shall send a copy

of same to the counsel for Virginia Power at the address set

forth above and to each Protestant.

(11)  On or before April 16, 2001, the Company shall file

with the Clerk of the Commission an original and twenty (20)

copies of any testimony it expects to introduce in rebuttal to

the direct prefiled testimony of Staff and Protestants.

Additional rebuttal evidence may be presented without prefiling,

provided it is in response to evidence which was not prefiled

but elicited at the time of the hearing and provided further,

the need for additional rebuttal evidence is timely addressed by

motion during the hearing and leave to present said evidence is

granted by the Hearing Examiner.  A copy of the prefiled

rebuttal evidence shall be served upon the Commission Staff and

all other parties to the proceeding on or before April 16, 2001.

(12)  Any person desiring to comment in writing on Virginia

Power's application may do so by directing such comments on or

before March 23, 2001, to the Clerk of the Commission, c/o

Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia

23218-2118.  Such comments must refer to Case No. PUE000741.

Any person desiring to make a statement at the public hearing

concerning the application need only appear in the Commission's

second floor courtroom at 9:45 a.m., on the day of the hearing
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and identify himself or herself to the Bailiff as a public

witness.

(13)  The Company shall respond to written interrogatories,

data requests, or requests for the production of documents

within five (5) business days after the receipt of the same.

Protestants shall provide to Virginia Power, other Protestants,

and Staff any workpapers or documents used in the preparation of

their filed testimony promptly upon request.  Except as so

modified, discovery shall be in accordance with Part VI of the

Rules, 5 VAC 5-10-470.

(14)  On or before February 21, 2001, Virginia Power shall

complete the publication of the following notice and the map

attached hereto, to be published as display advertising (not

classified), once a week for two consecutive weeks in newspapers

of general circulation within the areas in which the Company

proposes to locate its proposed pipeline and associated

facilities:

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN APPLICATION BY
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY, FOR A

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND
NECESSITY UNDER THE UTILITY FACILITIES ACT
TO DEVELOP, CONSTRUCT, OWN, AND OPERATE AN

INTRASTATE NATURAL GAS PIPELINE
CASE NO. PUE000741

On December 15, 2000, Virginia Electric
and Power Company ("Virginia Power" or "the
Company") filed an application with the
State Corporation Commission ("Commission")
for a certificate of public convenience and
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necessity to develop, construct, own, and
operate a 14 mile long lateral natural gas
pipeline and related facilities for the
receipt and delivery of natural gas needed
as fuel for new natural gas-fired generation
facilities and other existing facilities at
Virginia Power's Possum Point Power Station
("the Station") in Prince William County,
Virginia.  As explained in the application,
the cost of the pipeline will be
approximately $22.2 million, and the
pipeline will be 20 inches in diameter,
designed for a maximum allowable operating
pressure of 1250 psig.  The pipeline's
preferred route will interconnect with the
Williams Companies' Cove Point Pipeline at a
point in Fairfax County, Virginia, and will
run in a southerly direction approximately
14 miles to a measuring and regulating
station at the Possum Point Generating
Station located in Prince William County,
Virginia.

A more detailed description of the
pipeline facility and preferred route
follows:  The New Gas Facilities include a
tap, lateral pipeline, and measuring and
regulating station and related facilities.
The tap will be installed on the Cove Point
pipeline owned and operated by Williams Gas
Pipeline ("Williams") at a point within
Virginia Power's existing electric
transmission right-of-way in Fairfax County,
Virginia.  The lateral pipeline route begins
at the tap within Virginia Power's existing
electric transmission right-of-way and
proceeds in a southerly direction
paralleling Virginia Power's electric
transmission facilities.  The route crosses
County Route 641 and passes through the
Sandy Run Regional Park before crossing the
Occoquan Reservoir.  At the Occoquan
Reservoir, the route leaves Fairfax County,
Virginia, and enters Prince William County,
Virginia.  The pipeline route continues
within the Virginia Power electric line
right-of-way through the Lake Ridge
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subdivision.  After crossing County
Route 640 just east of Bethel, the route
leaves the electric line right-of-way and
proceeds in an easterly direction for
approximately 4,500 feet where it begins to
parallel another Virginia Power electric
line right-of-way, just West of I-95.  The
route crosses I-95 and continues in a
southerly direction paralleling the I-95
right-of-way for approximately 6,400 feet,
with the purpose being to avoid congested
areas (schools, hospital parking lot, etc.)
along the electric line right-of-way.  After
crossing Opitz Boulevard, the route then
resumes paralleling the Virginia Power
electric line right-of-way again.  Still
proceeding in a southerly direction, the
route crosses 4-lane US Route 1, County
Route 638, County Route 610, and County
Route 639.  Approximately 5,000 feet south
of the County Route 639 crossing, the route
enters Virginia Power property.  There the
route crosses County Route 783, and the
Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad, before
ending at a measuring and regulating station
to be located on the Station site at the
southern terminus of the lateral pipeline.

According to the Company, approximately
85 percent of the route will be located
within existing Virginia Power electric
transmission right-of-way or on Virginia
Power property.  Virginia Power represents
that construction will require a 75 foot
wide right-of-way, of which 50 feet will be
permanent right-of-way and 25 feet will be
temporary construction right-of-way.
Virginia Power proposes that construction on
the new gas facilities should begin by
April 2002, and be completed by
October 2002.

The Company notes that it used Virginia
Power Energy Marketing, Inc. ("VPEM"), an
affiliate, to assist it in the arrangements
for obtaining gas supplies for the Station
and to construct new gas facilities.  VPEM
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selected Dominion Transmission, Inc. ("DTI")
to construct and operate the new gas
pipeline and associated facilities.
According to the Company, the project will
be funded internally by Virginia Power.  The
Company proposes that, in accordance with
its Functional Separation Plan filed on
November 1, 2000, if the Possum Point
Generating Station is transferred to
Dominion Generation, Virginia Power will
transfer its new gas facilities to Dominion
Generation, an affiliate of Virginia Power.

The Commission has directed that a
public hearing on Virginia Power's
application be convened before a Hearing
Examiner on April 26, 2001, at 10:00 a.m.,
in the Commission's second floor courtroom
located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East
Main Street, Richmond, Virginia, to hear
evidence relevant to the Company's
application.

Copies of Virginia Power's application
and accompanying materials, and the Order
for Notice and Hearing are available for
public inspection in the Commission's
Document Control Center, First Floor, Tyler
Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond,
Virginia 23219, from 8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and at the following
locations:

Chinn Park Regional Library
13065 Chinn Park Drive
Prince William, Virginia 22192-5073
Hours:  Monday through Thursday,
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday, during school year,
12 noon - 5:00 p.m.
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Lorton Community Library
9520 Richmond Highway
Lorton, Virginia 22079-2124
Hours:  Monday through Thursday,
10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Friday,
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Saturday,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Copies of Virginia Power's application
may also be ordered from the Company's
counsel, James C. Dimitri, Esquire, and
Stephen H. Watts, II, Esquire, McGuireWoods
LLP, One James Center, 901 East Cary Street,
Richmond, Virginia 23219-4030.

Individuals with disabilities who
require an accommodation to participate in
the hearing scheduled for April 26, 2001,
should contact the Commission at least seven
(7) days before the scheduled hearing date
to request an accommodation at 1-800-552-
7945 (voice) or 1-804-371-9206 (TDD).

On or before March 23, 2001, any person
who expects to submit evidence, to cross-
examine witnesses, and to participate in
this proceeding as a Protestant pursuant to
Rule 4:6 of the Commission's Rules of
Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-10-180,
shall file an original and twenty (20)
copies of a Notice of Protest with the
Clerk, State Corporation Commission, c/o
Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118,
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118, and
simultaneously serve a copy on counsel to
Virginia Power, James C. Dimitri, Esquire,
and Stephen H. Watts, II, Esquire,
McGuireWoods LLP, One James Center, 901 East
Cary Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219-4030.
Any corporate entity or governmental unit
that wishes to protest must be represented
by legal counsel as required by Rule 4:8 of
the Commission's Rules, 5 VAC 5-10-200.

On or before March 26, 2001, each
Protestant shall file with the Clerk of the
Commission an original and twenty (20)
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copies of its protest and an original and
twenty (20) copies of the testimony and
exhibits that it intends to offer in support
of its protest and shall, on or before
March 26, 2001, serve one (1) copy of the
Protest, testimony, and exhibits on counsel
to Virginia Power and on all other parties.
Any Protest and the accompanying testimony
must refer to Case No. PUE000741.

Any interested person desiring to
comment in writing on Virginia Power's
application may do so by directing such
comments on or before March 23, 2001, to the
Clerk of the State Corporation Commission at
the address set forth below.  Written
comments must refer to Case No. PUE000741.
Any person desiring to make a statement at
the public hearing concerning the Company's
application need only appear in the
Commission's second floor courtroom at
9:45 a.m. on the day of the hearing and
identify himself or herself as a public
witness to the Commission's Bailiff.

Any party participating as a Protestant
should review the instructions regarding
discovery set forth in the Commission's
Order for Notice and Hearing entered in this
proceeding.

All written communications to the
Commission concerning the Company's
application must be directed to Joel H.
Peck, Clerk of the State Corporation
Commission, c/o Document Control Center,
P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-
2118.  All correspondence should refer to
Case No. PUE000741.

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY

(15)  On or before February 21, 2001, the Company shall

serve a copy of its application and this Order, by personal

delivery or by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to:  The
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Honorable John Paul Woodley, Jr., Secretary of Natural

Resources, P.O. Box 1475, Richmond, Virginia 23218; and

Dennis K. Treacy, Director, Department of Environmental Quality,

P.O. Box 1009, Richmond, Virginia 23240-0009.  Service shall be

made by first-class mail to the customary place of business or

residence of the person served.

(16)  On or before February 21, 2001, Virginia Power shall

serve a copy of this Order and its application upon the chairman

of the board of supervisors and county attorney of each county

and upon the mayor or manager of every city and town (or upon

equivalent officials in counties, towns, and cities having

alternate forms of government) in which Virginia Power's

proposed pipeline and associated facilities will be located.

Service shall be made by first-class mail to the customary place

of business or residence of the person served.

(17)  At the commencement of the hearing scheduled herein,

Virginia Power shall provide to the Commission proof of the

notice and service required by Ordering Paragraphs (14), (15),

and (16) herein.


